BULLS FOLLY

CLASIFICACION: PRINTS
SERIE: ABSURDITIES (PRINTS Y DRAWINGS, CA.1815-1824)

DATOS GENERALES

CRONOLOGIA 1815- 1819

DIMENSIONES 247 x 359 mm

TECNICA Y SOPORTE Aguafuerte, aguatinta y punta seca
RECONOCIMIENTO DE LA AUTORIA DE GOYA Documented work

FICHA: REALIZACION/REVISION 22 Aug 2021 / 05 Jun 2023
INVENTARIO 964 -

HISTORIA

See Femenine folly.

This is one of the four unpublished prints that the magazine L'Art published in 1877. The plate is
in a private collection in Paris.

There is a print in the Lazaro Galdiano Foundation with the legend Foolish folly.

One of the four versions published in L'Art has the following inscription printed in the lower
margin: Goya inv. et sc. / Lluvia de toros / (Pluie de Taureaux) / L’Art-F.cois Liénard Imp. Paris.

ANALISIS ARTISTICO
This is one of the most enigmatic pictures in the Follies series. In it, four bulls suspended in the air

flutter about without order or order. It is the only print in the series in which no human reference


https://fundaciongoyaenaragon.es/obra/disparate-femenino/1326

appears.

The use of bulls is very common in Goya's work, but in this case the Aragonese artist makes use
of it in an unusual way. He frees the fierce animals from gravity in an infinite space where they
lunge with complete ease. This is why some believe that they represent the souls of real bulls. In
fact, the impressive combination of the apparent heaviness of the animals' bodies and the
achieved effect of weightlessness is remarkable. Goya may have been inspired by a bullfighting
fiesta in the air that took place in Madrid in 1791 with dolls of bulls and bullfighters held up by

balloons.

The bodies of the animals are executed by means of simple parallel lines and a darkly modelled
ink stain. Their heads are masterfully drawn.
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