EL DUQUE DE WELLINGTON

CLASIFICACION: DRAWINGS
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DATOS GENERALES
CRONOLOGIA 1812
UBICACION The British Museum, London, United Kingdom
DIMENSIONES 23 x17 cm
TECNICA Y SOPORTE Pencil and sanguine on laid paper
RECONOCIMIENTO DE LA AUTORIA DE GOYA Documented work
TITULAR Trustees of The British Museum
FICHA: REALIZACION/REVISION 18 Apr 2010/ 28 Apr 2023
INVENTARIO 291 (1862.7.12.185)

INSCRIPCIONES
Lord Weling.n estudio p.a el retrato / equestre q.e pinto Goya ("Lord Wellington, study for
equestrian portrait painted by Goya", in the bottom margin, written by Valentin Carderera).

Al espirar Fran Juan Fernandez Augustino ("On the death of Fran Juan Fernandez Augustino”, on
the back. This is another drawing in pencil. By Valentin Carderera?).

HISTORIA
This drawing belonged to Javier Goya y Bayeu, then to Mariano Goya y Goicoechea, and then to

Valentin Cardedera y de Colnaghi, London. It was acquired by the British Museum in 1862.



ANALISIS ARTISTICO

This sanguine drawing is a half-length portrait of the Duke of Wellington and is very similar in
appearance to the portrait made around this same time in oil on a wood panel. This drawing
almost certainly also served as a model for the head in the duke's equestrian portrait. However,
comparing both portraits, we can see that the drawing is missing several medals which are
present in the oil painting. This portrait was almost certainly made from life, something which is
confirmed by comments left by Sir James McGrigor, head of the Staff Medical Services, who was
in the room where Goya was drawing the general (Juliet Wilson-Bareau, Goya en tiempos de

guerra, p. 279).

In this work, the Duke of Wellington appears tired, worn by the months of combat and by the effort
of leading the English army during the Spanish War of Independence.

Underneath the red sanguine chalk of the drawing, Goya first made a pencil drawing, leaving a
blank space at the bottom, probably to make room for the title.
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