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HISTORIA

Between	1785	and	1788	the	Banco	de	San	Carlos	(Spain's	national	bank,	now	the	Banco	de
España)	which	had	been	founded	by	Francisco	Cabarrús	in	1782	under	the	government	of	the
Count	of	Floridablanca,	commissioned	Goya	to	produce	six	official	portraits.	The	choice	of	Goya
for	the	commission	was	probably	influenced	by	Juan	Agustín	Ceán	Bermúdez,	who	was	the	First
Official	of	the	Secretariat	of	the	bank	at	the	time:	he	had	also	advised	the	painter	to	buy	shares	in
the	company.	The	various	payments	made	by	the	bank	for	the	works	are	documented.	For	the
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first	portrait	the	records	show:	"Paid	to	Mr.	Juan	Agustín	Ceán	Bermúdez	for	the	costs	and
expenses	of	the	Portrait	of	Mr.	Josef	Del	Toro...	2,328	reales	de	vellón."

The	portraits	in	this	series	were	stored	away	in	a	room	of	the	bank	and	forgotten	about	until	the
Governor	of	the	bank,	Mr	Francisco	Belda,	requested	an	investigation	into	heir	origins	and
authorship.

ANÁLISIS	ARTÍSTICO

José	de	Toro	y	Zambrano,	(1756	-	1796),	was	a	rich	Spanish	colonial	and	representative	of	the
nobility	of	the	Kingdom	of	Chile	who	became	Director	of	the	Banco	de	San	Carlos.

His	figure	stands	out	against	a	neutral	background,	his	head	being	the	most	clearly	illuminated
area	of	the	portrait.	He	is	shown	at	half-length,	almost	completely	facing	the	viewer.	The	subject
wears	a	white	powdered	wig	and	is	dressed	in	a	red	frock	coat,	red	waistcoat	with	gold	buttons,
and	a	white	shirt	with	frills	at	the	neck	and	on	the	sleeves,	which	protrude	from	his	coat.	His	right
hand	is	placed	on	his	waistcoat,	while	his	left	rests	on	what	might	be	a	window	ledge.	Both	hands
are	painted	with	great	precision.

CONSERVACIÓN
The	first	restorer	of	the	Prado	Museum,	Amutio,	removed	a	Charles	III	cross	which	had	been
painted	in	at	a	later	date	by	another	artist.
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