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DATOS GENERALES

CRONOLOGIA Ca. 1797 - 1798

UBICACION The Prado National Museum. Madrid, Madrid, Spain
DIMENSIONES 195 x 125 mm

TECNICA Y SOPORTE

RECONOCIMIENTO DE LA AUTORIA DE GOYA Documented work

TITULAR El Prado National Museum

FICHA: REALIZACION/REVISION 13 Sep 2022 / 27 Jun 2023

INVENTARIO 2147 D3953

HISTORIA

On the origin of this and other preparatory drawings for The Caprices, see the commentary on the
first of them, corresponding to Caprice number 1 (Francisco de Goya y Lucientes, painter), and on
the one corresponding to Caprice 3 (The bogeyman is Coming).

Line of provenance of this drawing: Javier Goya; Mariano Goya, 1854; Valentin Carderera, ca.
1861; Mariano Carderera, 1880; Prado Museum, 1886.


https://fundaciongoyaenaragon.es/obra/fran-co-goya-y-lucientes-pintor/869
https://fundaciongoyaenaragon.es/obra/que-viene-el-coco-1/1002

ANALISIS ARTISTICO
Preparatory drawing for the Caprice 57. The filiation. The creative process leading up to this
Caprice is one of the richest.

The first idea appears in the gouache Witches to Fly (B.59) in Notebook B, in much more concise
forms, but with the hermaphroditic mask which underlines the autograph inscription La apunta p.r
ermafrodita. Followed by Dream no. 11. Caricature masks which pointed to their meaning..., of a
very elaborate workmanship and already reported on copper plate, although no proof has been
preserved. The hermaphroditic mask between the legs of the young bride takes on an even more

provocative air, which may have led Goya to remove this plate from the engraved series.

He resumes the composition in this red wash, reducing the crowd attending the scene and
eliminating the monkey and all sexual allusions. The drawing was cut out on a new plate and, by
means of important works executed directly on the copper, Goya reached the final stage of his

plastic expression.
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