
REGINA	MARTYRUM	(SKETCH	FOR	THE	MAIN
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CLASIFICACIÓN:	EASEL	PAINTING.	RELIGIOUS

SERIE:	REGINA	MARTYRUM	DOME	(WALL	PAINTING	AND	SKETCHES,	1780-1781)(1/5B)

DATOS	GENERALES
CRONOLOGÍA 1780
UBICACIÓN Basilica	of	Our	Lady	of	the	Pillar,	Zaragoza,	Spain
DIMENSIONES 83.59	x	167.18	cm
TÉCNICA	Y	SOPORTE Oil	on	canvas
RECONOCIMIENTO	DE	LA	AUTORÍA	DE	GOYA Documented	work
TITULAR Metropolitan	Chapter	of	Zaragoza
FICHA:	REALIZACIÓN/REVISIÓN 10	Oct	2010	/	13	Jun	2023

HISTORIA

This	sketch	was	presented	along	with	the	sketch	corresponding	with	the	other	half	of	the	cupola	to
the	Building	Committee	of	the	Metropolitan	Chapter	of	Zaragoza	on	5	October	1780.	See	record
Regina	Martyrum.

Both	were	acquired	by	the	Metropolitan	Chapter	of	Zaragoza	in	1805,	together	with	another	12
sketches	for	various	vaults	and	cupolas	painted	by	the	Bayeu	brothers	for	in	the	Basilica.	They
were	purchased	for	a	sum	of	660	libras	jaquesas,	17	sueldos	and	8	dineros	in	Madrid	at	the
estate	sale	of	Ángela	Sulpice,	the	widow	of	Leonardo	Chopinot	who	had	acquired	them	some
years	before.

ANÁLISIS	ARTÍSTICO
This	is	a	sketch	in	the	shape	of	a	round	arch	inserted	in	a	rectangular	canvas	that	represents	the
main	section	of	the	cupola,	which	shows	the	Virgin	as	Queen	of	Martyrs	accompanied	by	a	part	of
the	heavenly	court.	In	general,	there	are	few	differences	between	this	sketch	and	the	definitive
painting,	excepting	some	variations	in	the	poses,	hairstyles,	iconographic	attributes	and	colour
palette	used	for	the	figures'	clothing.
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It	is	a	very	lively	piece,	thanks	to	a	technique	derived	from	the	work	of	Giaquinto	that	relies	on
quick,	impasto	brushstrokes	and	deft	highlights.
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1746	–	1828
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