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26 [cut] (in pencil; recto, upper middle)
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Watermark: H.C. Wend & Zoonen

HISTORIA

On the gestation, history and aims of the series known as Dreams, a set of preparatory drawings
for The Caprices, see Dream 1: Universal Language.

Line of provenance of the present drawing: Javier Goya; Mariano Goya, 1854; Valentin
Carderera, ca. 1861; Mariano Carderera, 1880; Prado Museum, 1886.

ANALISIS ARTISTICO

This drawing, which belongs to the series of Dreams, is one of the preliminary works for Capricho
No. 39, Until his Grandfather and, in turn, is inspired by the drawing in Notebook B, Masks of B.
There are also masks of literary donkeys (B.72). It is believed to be number 26 in the series.

With regard to the drawing in Notebook B, Goya has introduced an element that gradually brings
us closer to the meaning of engraving. On the table on which the donkey is leaning we can see a
coat of arms that would allude to the animal's noble origins. The donkey seems to be lost in
thought and is looking straight ahead, whereas in the engraving it is turned towards the viewer.
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