THEY ALREADY HAVE A SEAT

CLASIFICACION: PRINTS
SERIE: CAPRICHOS (PRINTS AND DRAWINGS, 1797-1799) (26/85)
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CRONOLOGIA Ca. 1797 - 1799

DIMENSIONES 217 x 152 mm

TECNICA Y SOPORTE Etching and burnished aquatint
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FICHA: REALIZACION/REVISION 01 Dec 2010/ 29 May 2024
INVENTARIO 836 225

INSCRIPCIONES
They already have a seat (at the bottom)

26. (in the upper right-hand corner)

HISTORIA
See Francisco de Goya y Lucientes, Painter.

Some state proofs are known, to which only the first medium-grain aquatint was applied in order
to achieve two tones. Goya left a reserve of varnish with which to create whites on the faces and
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legs of the girls.

Two preparatory drawings for this engraving have survived (7) and (2).

ANALISIS ARTISTICO

In the foreground, two women, possibly prostitutes, have put their petticoats over their heads and
placed chairs on their heads. Only their faces and legs are visible. In the background are two men
laughing at the young women's witticism.

The situation is taking place in an enclosed and rather dark space. Goya has worked with aquatint
almost the entire surface of the engraving, only creating lighter areas that capture our attention on
the clothes and the faces of the young women.

The Ayala manuscript explains this image by stating: "The foolish girls will have a seat when they
put it on their heads", while the Prado Museum manuscript states: "For the foolish girls to have a
seat there is no better thing than to put it on their heads". Finally, we should refer to the
manuscript in the National Library, which is the one that defines this print most specifically: "Many

women will only have sense, or a seat on their heads when chairs are placed on them. Such is
the fury of uncovering their half-body, without noticing the thieves who make fun of them™.

The Aragonese painter plays with the double meaning of the term "seat" which, in a figurative
sense, refers to judgement. These cheerful women lack judgement, and the only way for them to
have it is to put a "seat" on their heads. Those who observe them in the background and openly
laugh at the ridiculous and improper attitude of the young women are equally lacking in

judgement.

CONSERVACION

The plate is preserved in the National Chalcography (no. 197).
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